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                        Death of A Salesman
Introduction
In the play “Death of A Salesman” the Loman family can neither distinguish the reality nor the illusion part of the American dream. That is one of the major themes on this play. John Lahr tells us how the white culture has undermined black American history, this was clearly pointed out when August Wilson said, “It is an assault on our presence, and our difficult but honorable history in America; and it is an insult to our intelligence, our playwrights, and our many and varied contributions to the society and the world at large.”   

Themes
The play has displayed several themes and the idea of reality vs illusion is a major theme. Loman family is driven crazy with the obsession of the Americans have with winning. Willy has a big problem with separating reality with illusion, he believes together with Biff that one day they would become great successes. He is called the “New English Man,” Biff at an elderly age has done nothing important with his life. Willy brags about how his son, Biff is doing great in life out in the west. 
The whole family is trapped under illusion but finally Biff realizes his potential and makes use of it and escapes the grasp of illusion. Happy, Biff and Willy realize they have the American dream goals but not one of them accomplishes those goals. It becomes even more real to Happy and Biff when they stand over Willy’s grave and discover that they have to live the “number one man” dream. Miller also talks about the American dream as a capitalist’s paradigm.
Betrayal comes out as a theme in the play when Willy cheats on his wife, Linda. Biff finds out about the affair but never tells his mother. Likely, Willy feels betrayed when he fails to sell out his idea of the American dream to Biff, who walks out on him and his ambitions. Willy thinks that this betrayal is triggered with the fact that Biff knew about the affair, a clear betrayal of Linda’s love.
Just like in our current times, betrayal is a common thing. We live with the notion of winning no matter what it takes. One never thinks of the outcome unless if it is only to their beneficial gain. The statement by James Baldwin “you are not expected to aspire to excel: you are expected to make peace with mediocrity,” sends a clear message; learn to make a difference and applies to our current state of life.
Abandonment is clearly disbursed through the play. Each time it happens Willy’s hopes grow thinner. When his father dies he leaves him with nothing no money, no legacy to live on just the American dream. This makes him develop the fear of abandonment, which results to him wishing his family would live in the ways of the American dream. Willy tries to raise his son, Biff to cusp greatness but he is disappointed when Biff, who realizes of his father’s adultery act abandons him and his ambitions in the washroom.
Freedom and confinement. Willy and Linda long to escape both physical and economical confinement, they long for freedom from their bills and suffering. It makes them idolize far away countries. Irony is seen whereas America is seen as capitalists that act as leverage on citizens while in real sense Americans work for their own freedom. 
Respect and reputation is a great concern to Willy. He believes that you need to be attractive and likeable, you would compare Willy’s obsession to the Kardashians. Nothing mattered to the Loman family if not reputation.

The idea that “personality wins the day” is a flaw according to Willy’s logic. Basically, substance is what wins the day not public opinion or personality. Charley and Ben prove to Willy that success is not all about personality but his notion is just wrong. In the end Willy goes to the grave with never understanding this idea and that he was wrong.
Conclusively, the play “Death of a Salesman” shines light on our giving and misgivings in our current society and it clearly outlines how one should make use of potential and their minds. That is purposely to save the economy bridge that is looming worldwide.
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